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CHAPTER 342
VEHICLE TITLE AND ANTI-THEFT LA W

SUBCHAPTERI 342.157 Motor vehicle salvage pools and auction companies to maintain records.
CERTIFICATE OF TITLE 342.16 Transfer to or from dealer
342.01 Words and phrases defined. 342.17 Involuntary transfers.
342.02 Excepted liens and security interests. 342.18 When department to issue a new certificate.
342.03 Motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer leases. 342.19 Perfection of security interests.
342.05 When certificate of title required. 342.195 Notification of person who has perfected security interest.
342.06 Application for certificate of title. 342.20 Duties on creation of security interest.
342.065 Title for salvage vehicle. 342.21 Assignment of security interest.
342.07 Title for repaired salvage vehicle. 342.22 Release of security interest.
342.08 Department to examine records. 342.23 Secured partg' and ownes duties.
342.09 When department to issue certificate and to whom; maintenance 8#2.24 Method of perfecting exclusive.
records. 342.25 Suspension or revocation of certificate.
342.10 Contentsof certificate of title. 342.255 Cancellation of title or registration.
342.11 Grounds for refusing issuance of certificate of title. 342.26 Hearings and appeal.
342.12 Withholding certificate of title; bond. SUBCHAPTER Il
342.13 Lost, stolen or mutilated certificates. ANTI-THEET AND ANTI-FRAUD PROVISIONS
342.14 Fees. 342.30 Identification numbers.
SUBCHAPTER I 342.31 Report of stolen or abandoned motor vehicles.
TRANSFER OF TITLE 342.32 Counterfeiting and unlawful possession of certificate of title.
342.15 Transfer of interest in a vehicle. 342.33 Sale of vehicle used as taxicab.
342.155 Mileage disclosure requirements of transferors and transferees. 342.34 Department to be notified of destruction or junking of vehicle.
342.156 Transfers of leased motor vehicles. 342.40 Vehicle abandonment prohibited; removal; disposal.
SUBCHAPTERI (a) If the owner has newly acquired the vehicle, he or she shall
makeapplication under 842.15
CERTIFICATE OF TITLE (b) If the owner applies for registration of a vehicle without

holding a valid certificate of title previously issued to thatner
342.01 Words and phrases defined. (1) Words and by the department for the vehicle, tieshe shall at the same time
phrasesdefined in s340.01are used in the same sense in thigpplyfor a certificate of title.

chapterunless a dierent definition is specifically provided. (2) Exceptas provided in su3), an applicans eligibility for
(2) In this chapter: a certificate oftitle is a prerequisite to registration of the vehicle.
(ag) “Deliver” includes electronic transmission. If the applicant for registration holds a valid certificate of title pre

(am) “Leasingcompany” means any lessor who, within thé{iouslyissued to the applicant by the Fjepartment fpr the vehicle,
precedingl2 months, has leasédor more vehicles for a periodthatis prima facie evidencef ownership of the vehicle and the

of at least 4 months. applicantneed not apply for a new certificate of title applica
(b) “Mileage” means the actual distance that a vehicle has trdon for re.glstrat'lon. ) o
eledin miles. (3) This section does not apply in a situatiwhere the law

ejpresslyauthorizes registration of a vehicle in the name of a per

¢) “Transfer” means to change ownership by purchase, gift ;
(©) 9 poyp g sonother than the owner or where the law expressly authorizes

any other means.

History: 1993 a. 1591997 a. 27 registrationwithout a certificate of title.
(4) Any owner who operates or consents to the operation of a

342,02 Excepted liens and security interests.  This vehiclefor which a certificate of title is required without such-cer
chapterdoes not apply to or fafct: tificate having been issued or applied for or atlyer person who

(1) Alien given by statute or rule of law to a supplier of seoperates vehicle for which a certificate of title is requirdpw-
vices or materials for the vehicle. ing that the certificate of title has not been issued or apfiied

(2) A lien given by statute to the United States, this state or aijay be required to forfeit not more than $200cétificate is con
political subdivision of this state. s[deredto havebeen applied for when the application accompa

(3) A security interest in a vehicle created by a manufactul_rg%fi;j by the required fee has been delivered to the department or
or dealer who holds the vehicle for sale, which shall be gover ositedn the mail properly addressed and with postage pre
by the applicable provisions of c409. paid.

(5) Unlessotherwise authorized hyile of the department, a
342.03 Motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer leases. Not  nonresidenbwner of a vehicle that is not subjectrégistration
withstandings.401.201 (37)or ch.409, a transaction involving in this state may not apply for a certificate of title under this-chap
amotorvehicle, trailer or semitrailer does not create a condition@lr unless the vehicle is subject to a security intevesixcept as
saleor a security interest merely because it includes a provisiprovidedin s.342.16 (1) (a) Notwithstanding any other provision
that permits or requires the rental pricebe adjusted under theof this section, a nonresident mpyrchase temporary operation
agreemenby reference to the amount realized upon the salemlatesunder s341.09 (4) Any temporary operation permit or
otherdisposition of the motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer plateissued under 841.09shallnot be considered registration of

History: 1991 a. 148 the vehicle for purposes of this subsection.

n ) ) History: 1971 c. 2781977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (8)1977 c. 2731981 c. 1501987
342.05 When certificate of title required. (1) The owner a.100s.3;1993 a. 159

of a vehicle subject to registration in this state, whether or not such

vehicle is operated on any highway of this state, shadlke 342.06 Application for certificate of title. (1) An applica
applicationfor certificate of title fotthe vehicle under the follow tion for a certificate of title shall be made to the department upon
ing circumstances: a form or in an automated format prescribed by it and shall be
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accompaniedby the requiredee and any applicable taxes. Inaforapplicantknows that thevehicle has previously been used as a
mationobtained by the department under shidsection shall be taxicabor for public transportation and that fact is not noted on the
provided to the department of revenue for the purposés old certificate of title, the applicarsthall state in the application
administeringstate taxes and collectidgbt. Each application for thatthe vehicle has previously been so used.

certificateof title shall include the following information: (hm) If the applicant for certificate of title for a motor vehicle

NOTE: Sub. (1) (intro.) is affected by2005 Ws. Acts 25and59. The 2trat-  jntendsto utilize that vehicle aa police vehicle by a law enforce
mentsare mutually inconsistent. Sub(1) (intro.) is shown as affected by the last

enactedact, 2005 Wis. Act 59 As affected by2005 Wis. Act 25 it reads: mentagenpythe applicant shall Stat_e that fm'the_ application.
(1) An application for a certificate of title shall be made to the department If the applicant knows that the vehicle has previously beed

upon a form or in an automated format prescribed by it and shall be accompa  gsa police vehicle by a law enforcement agency and that fact is

nied by the required fee and any applicable taxes. The department shallqride i ; ; ;
the information it obtains under this subsection tathe department of revenue for notnoted on theld certificate of title, the appllcant shall state in

the sole purpose of administering state taxes. Each application for certificate of the application that the vehicle has previously been so used.
title shall include the following information: (hr) If the vehicle is less than 7 years old, is damagembbiy
(@) The name and address of the owner sionor other occurrence the extent that the estimated or actual
(b) A description of the vehicle, including make, identificatiogost,whichever is greateof repairing the vehicle exceeds 30%
numberand any other information or documentation that thef its fair market value and was transferred to an insurer upen pay
departmenimay reasonably require faroper identification of mentof an insurance claim, the insurer shall state that fact in the
the vehicle or for determination of the mileage of the vehisle application. If the applicant knows that the vehicle had been-rans
disclosedby prior transferors. ferredto an insurer upon payment of an insurance claim and that
(c) The date of purchase by thgplicant, the name and addreskactis not noted on the old certificate of title, the applicant shall
of the person from whorihe vehicle was acquired and the nameatein the application that the vehicle has previously been so
andaddresses of any secured parties in the order of their priorfgnsferred. This paragraph does not apply to salvage vehicles.

(d) If the vehicle is a new vehicle being registered for the first () The information required under&5.103 (2)
time, the signature of a dealmuthorizedo sell that new vehicle, () For a motor vehicle of a model year less than 10 years old,
thetotal of the number dires normally used on the vehicle duringhe certificate of title of the person transferring the title to the
its operation on the highways plus the number of any spare tiggplicantor, if applicable, the manufactuterdocument of origin;
with which the vehicle is normally equipped and thenufactur  the mileage disclosure statement required und@d2.155 (1)
er'sdocument of origin. The document of origin shall contain ti&nd,if applicable, the power of attorney required untietuSC
informationspecified by the department. 1988or rules of the department.

(e) Any further evidence of ownership which may reasonably (k) If the vehicle is arautomobile, station wagon or motor
be required by the department to enabliitletermine whether truck having a registered weight of 8,000 pounds or less and-a tem
the owner is entitled to a certificate of title and the existence pprary operation plate has been issifedthe vehicle under s.
nonexistencef security interests in the vehicle. 341.09(2m) (a) 1. b.or 2., the registration number of the tempo

(eg) Except as provided in pgeh), if the applicant is an ingi 'ary operation plate. o
vidual, the social security number tife applicant. The depart  (1m) On the formor in the automated format for application
mentof transportation may not disclose a social secatitpber for a certificate of title, thelepartment may show the fee under s.
obtainedunder this paragraph to apgrson except to the depart 342.14(3m) separately from the fee unde342.14 (1)or (3).
mentof children and families fathe sole purpose of administer  (2) Any person who knowingly makes a false statement in an
ing s.49.22and to the department of revenue for the purposesagplicationfor a certificate of title is guilty of a Class H felony

administeringstate taxes and collecting debt. (3) Any person intending to use a vehicle as a taxicab or for
(eh) If the applicant does not have a social security nunabempublic transportation who fails to state such intent in the applica

statemenimade or subscribed under oath dirafation that the tion for certificate of title or any person who faits furnish any

applicantdoes not have a social security numbEre form of the otherinformation required by sulfl) (h) may be required to fer

statemenshall be prescribed iye department of children andfeit not more than $1,000.

families. A certificate of title that is issudd reliance on a state  History: 1973 c. 2181975 c. 121286 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a)1987 a. 10,

ment submitted under this paragraph is invalid if the statemeng4§ 1512 39269 31%%233065129235%9.6%%% 16165233381997 a.27191,283 1999

false. Cross Refeence: See also chdrans 156and157, Wis. adm. code.
(em) Any further evidence which may reasonably be requiredA ;/iolattion gf S‘tutbri (2) dflJ_eSt_not re@&U!re thtalt_ th_tt% getwkfml makte? the f?lse Stdateb
H H must submi e application and Is not limited to ralse statements made by an
by the department to enable it to determine whether any of e oS e i SRR 0 15 06456 N.W2d 864(Ct App. 1990).
informationspecified in s342.10 (3) (cYo (h) may be applicable

to the vehicle. 342.065 Title for salvage vehicle. (1) (a) A purchaser of

() If the identification number of the vehicle has beem salvage vehicle that is not currentifed as a salvage vehicle
removed obliterated or altered, or if the original casting has beahall, promptly after delivery to him or her of the salvage vehicle,
replacedopr if the vehicle has ndteen numbered by the manufacapply for asalvage vehicle certificate of title by submitting to the
turer, the application for certificate of title shall so state. If thdepartmentthe properly assigned certificate of title under s.
identification number of the vehicleas originally based on an 342.15(1) (c) or other evidence of ownership, the applicant’
enginenumber and the engine number is no longer pertinghéto statementhat the vehicle is a salvage vehicle, an application for
vehicle because of subsequeahgine changes and no other salvage certificate of title and the required fee.
manufacturer’sdentification numberchassisnumber or serial  (b) The owner of a salvage vehicle that is not currently titled
numberexists, the department shall assign a new identificatigga salvage vehicle shall promptly apply for a salvage vehicle cer
numberfor the vehicle under 842.30 (1m) tificate of title by submitting to the department the certificate of

(9) If the vehicle is a used motor vehicle which was last pratle for the vehicle or othezvidence of ownership, the applicant’
viously registered in another jurisdiction, the applicant shusdl statementhat the vehicle is a salvage vehicle, an application for
nishany certificate of ownership issued by the ofhesdiction asalvage certificate of title and the required fee. Phiggraph
anda statement pertaining to the title history and ownership dbesnot apply to a salvage vehicle that is purchased by a salvage
suchmotor vehicle, such statemdntbe in the form the depart vehiclepurchaser subject to the requirements of (@ar
mentprescribes. (c) If the interest of an owner mvehicle that is titled in this

(h) If the applicant for certificate of title for a motor vehiclestateis not transferred upon paymeaitan insurance claim that,
intendsto utilize that vehicle as a taxicab or for public transportincluding any deductible amounts, exceeds 70% of the fair market
tion, the applicant shall state that fact in the application. If thelue of the vehicle, any insurer of the vehicle shall, within 30
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daysof payment of the insurance claim, notify the department in (a) According to title number
writing of the claim payment and thife vehicle meets the statu  (b) According to engine or identification number
tory definition of a salvage vehicle, in the manner and form pre (c) Alphabetically according to name of owner

scribed by the d.eltpar.tment. . (d) In any other manner which the department determines to
(2) Upon notification from an insurer under su@) (c), the  pe yesirable.
departmenshall promptly notify the owner of the salvage vehicle (3) The department shall chge a fee oot less than $2 for

thathe or she is required to apply for a salvage vehicle certificat . ! . .
of title under sub(1) (b). %gnductlnga file search of vehicle title records.

/ . . History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a)1979 c. 2211989 a. 31
(3) Upon compliance with the requirements of s{b), the Cross Refeence: See also chdrans 157and195 Wis. adm. code.

departmenshall issue a salvage vehicle certificate of title for the - ) N
vehicle. Thecertificate shall include the words “This is a salvagd42.10 Contents of certificate of title. (1) Eachcertifi-

vehicle”. cateof title issued by the department shall contain:
(4) (a) Except as provided in péb), any person who violates (@) The name and address of the owner
sub.(1) may be required to forfeit not more than $1,000. (b) The names of any secured parties in the order of prasity
(b) Any person who violates sufl) with intent to defraud is shownon the application ¢if the application is based on another
guilty of a Class H felony certificateof title, as shown on such certificate.
History: 1993 a. 63.5, 6, 11, 1997 a. 2832001 a. 109 (bm) Notwithstanding s342.02 (2) if the applicant is named

in a statewide support lien docket provideuier s49.854 (2) (b)

a notation stating “Per section 49.854 (2) of thisénsin Stat
utes, the state of Mtonsinhasa lien on this vehicle for unpaid
support.”

(c) The title number assigned to the vehicle.

(d) A description of the vehicle, including make and identifica
tion number except that if the vehicle wdast registered in

342.07 Title for repaired salvage vehicle. (1) Applica-
tion for registration of and a new certificaiétitle for a repaired
salvagevehicle must be accompanied by all of the following:
(@) The required fees.
(b) A properly assigned salvage certificate of title or a properly
assignectertificate of title by a dealer under322.16 (1) (afor

thevehicle. ) anotherjurisdiction the make and model contained indaifi-
(c) Any other transfer document required by.law cate shall be the make and model contained in the last certificate
(d) The certificate of inspection under s¢d). of title issued by the other jurisdiction.

~ (2) A repaired salvage vehicle may not be registered or be(dm) The mileagedisclosure statement required under s.

issueda new certificate of title until an inspector authorized by thg12.155 and any notations or qualifying statemeetplaining

departmenexamines it for the following, as specified in rules prahe odometer reading specified by the department by rule.

mulgatedby the department: - ) (e) Any other data which the department deems pertinent and
(a) To determine whether the vehidkethe same vehicle for desirable.

which the title submitted under sul) was issued; (2) (a) The certificateof title shall contain spaces for all of the
(b) To verify the source and ownership of the major parts asliowing:
componentsised to recondition the vehicle; and _ 1. Assignment and warranty of title by the owner
f(c) To determine whether the vehicleifscompliance with 2. The mileage disclosure statement required B¢2.155
safetyequipment re_quwements. 3. Reassignment andarrantyof title by a dealer or whole
(3) (a) The applicant shall pag fee of $80 to the departmentggqr.
for the examlnatlo_n n SUI.(’Z)' . 4. Any information required by the department when a motor
(b) If the examination is conducted by an inspector employgdyiqje i ; ; ;
by a city, village, town or county75% of the fee paid undpar
(a) shall be credited to the appropriation unde0s395 (5)(ch)
andthe city village, town or county employing the inspectball
be reimbursed this amount from that appropriation.

(b) The certificate of title may contain spaces for application

for a certificateof title by a transferee and for the naming of a
(4) If the vehicle passes the examinationsirb. (2), the secureqoartygnd t.he assignment or.release c.)f.a secunFy interest.

inspectorshall provide the applicant with an inspection certificate (3) Beforeissuing a new or duplicate certificate of title éor

showingthat the vehicle satisfies the inspection standards. motorvehicle, the department shall permanently record any of the
History: 1975 c. 385421 1977 c. 28,1654 (7) (2)1987 a. 3491993 a. 16437, following information, if applicable, on such certificate:

1999a. 9 (a) That the vehicle was previously licensed and used as-a taxi
Cross Refeence: See also chlrans 149Wis. adm. code. cabor for public transportation.

342.08 Department to examine records. The department ~ (0) That the vehiclavas previously licensed and used as a
shallcheckthe application for a certificate of title against recordgolice vehicle by a law enforcement agency

of stolen vehicles: (c) That the vehicle was not manufactured in compliance with
(1) Beforeissuing a certificate of title for a vehicle lastpre@ll federal emission and safety standards applicable at the time of
viously registered in another jurisdiction. manufacturewhether or not the vehicle was subsequently modi

(2) Upon receipt of an application for a certificate of titleﬁed to meet such standards, and that the vehicle is “non-USA

showinga transfer of ownership of a vehicle. standard”. . .
History: 1973 c. 1691977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (2)1987 a. 3492003 a. 184 (d) That the vehicle was a flood damaged vehicle.

Cross Refeence: See also ctilrans 196Wis. adm. code. (e) That the vehicle was a manufacturers buyback vehicle.

342.09 When department to issue certificate and to () That the vehicle was previously a salvage vehicle.

whom; maintenance of records. (1) The department shall  (g) That the vehiclavas transferred to an insurer upon-pay
maintain a record of each application for certificate of titlenentof an insurance claim. This paragraph does not apply-to sal
receivedby it and, when satisfied as to its genuinenesgege  Vagevehicles.

larity and that the applicant is entitled to the issuance of a eertifi (h) That the vehicle was a hail-damaged vehicle. This para
cateof title, shall issue and deliver a certificatehe owner of the graphdoes not apply to a hail-damaged vehicle that was repaired

vehicle. with any replacement part, as defined i632.38 (1) (e)
(2) Thedepartment shall maintain a record of all applications (5) A certificate of title issued by the department is prima facie
andall certificates of title issued by it: evidenceof the facts appearing on it.
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(6) A certificate of title may be issued by the departmeanin amountof the bond. The bond, and any deposit accompanying it,
automatedormat. shallbe returned ahe end of 5 years or prior thereto if, apart from
History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a)1977 c. 791987 a. 3491993 a. 63159, 491, this section, a certificate of title could then be issued for the
1997a. 27191, 1999 a. 980, 186, 2001 a. 1092003 a. 184 vehicle,or if the vehicle is no longer registered in this statetiaad
A certificate of title is not conclusive evidence of ownership. The purpose of sub: R fy N
(5) is to furnish convenient evidence of vehicle ownership. National Exchange Bar/re€ntlyvalid certificate of title is surr_e_nderwl the department,
of Fond du Lac vMann,81 Wis. 2d 352260 N.W2d 716(1977). unlessthe department has been notified of the pendency of an

actionto recover on the bond.

342.11 Grounds for refusing issuance of certificate of (4 (a) The district attorneghall notify the department when
title. The department shall refuse issuance of a certificate of tilg,'she files a criminal complaint against a person who has been
if any required fee has not been paid or for any of the followig o<t for violating s.346.63 (1)or(2), 940.09 (1)or940.25and
reasons. _ who has 2 or morerior convictions, suspensions or revocations,
(1) Thedepartment has reasonable grounds to believe thagscounted under 843.307 (1) Except as provided under ga,
(a) The person alleged to be the owner of the vehicle ithaot the department may not issue a certificatéittef transferring own
owner. ershipof the motor vehicle owned by the person and involved in
(b) The application contains a false or fraudulent statemerttie violation upon receipt of a notice under this subseatiutii
(2) The applicant has failed to furnish any of the following:the court assigned to hear the criminal complaint issues an order

(a) If applicable, the power of attorney required urdet/SC permitting the department to issue a certificate of title.
1988or rules of the department. (b) Except as providednder par(c), the department may not

(b) Unless exempted by rule of the department, the mileai§e ui?:l% g@ﬁg'gags gfptg:gotrzaanrfzieggcglv%gr}ﬁr?rt?\}ig?a%%r

disclosurefrom the most recent titled owner aoidall subsequent ; . . . o
nontitledowners of the vehicle. receiptof a notice of intent to revoke the persoaperating privi

. . . geunder s343.305 (9) (g)if the person has 3 or more prior eon
th e(g)e ':r:%/n?gr]]?r ISIgSgr?ttlfon ;thgﬁtjm;r}gsv\;eqwred by law or b ictions, suspensions or revocations, as counted un@di3s307
P P y ), until the court assigned to the hearing undé&48.305(9)

(3) Theapplicant is a motor vehicle dealer and is prohibitq suesan order permitting the department to issue a certifafate
from applying for a certificate of title under312.16 (1) (apr(c). titI;. permitting P 18U I

(4) Exceptas provided in s842.05 (5)and342.16 (1) (afor
a certificate of title and registration for a vehicle owned by a no
residentthe applicanis a nonresident and the issuance of a eertﬂonsunder ; ; e .
: - - ; par(a) or (b) if all of the following conditions are met:
icate of title has not otherwise been authorizedrble of the . } " .
department. Any temporaryoperation permit or plate issued & Theperson requesting the issuance of the certificate of title

unders.341.09shall not be considered registration of the vehiciUrchased the motor vehicle in good faith and without knowledge
for purposes of this subsection. of the criminal complaint described in pé) or of the notice of

History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (2)1993 a. 159 intent to revoke a persanbperating privilege under p#b).
_ _ - ) b. The certificate of titleo the motor vehicle does not contain

342.12 Withholding certificate of title; bond. (1) No thenotation stamped on the certificate of title by the clerk of cir
certificateof title shall beissued by the department until the-outcuit court under s346.65 (6) (a) 2m.
standingevidence of ownership is surrendered todepartment. c. Theperson requesting the issuance of the certificate of title

(2) If the department is not satisfied as to the ownershieof files an afidavit with the department attesting that the conditions
vehicleor that there are no undlsclqsed security interests in it, vedersubd.1. a.andb. are met.
departmentsubject to sut{3), shall withhold issuance of a cerifi 4 The department has no valid reason for not issuing a-certfi
cateof title until the applicant presents documents reasonably sgfiieof title other than the prohibitions under g@j or (b).

ficient to satisfy the department as to #yplicants ownership of 2. Any person providing false dfidavit under subdi. c.

itthevehlcleand that there are no undisclosed security mtereStSSWallforfeit not more than $1,000.

. . . History: 1973 c. 165.6; 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (2)1991 a. 39277, 1993 a. 317
(3) Notwithstandingsub.(2), the department may issue a-ceragg 1997 a. 199237 1999 a. 31109, 179, 185 2003 a. 184

tificate of title if the applicant fulfills either of the following
requirements: 342.13 Lost, stolen or mutilated certificates. (1) If a

(a) Theapplicant is a dealer licensed under248.0101to  certificate of title is lost, stolen, mutilated, or destroyed, or
218.01630r218.11and is financially responsible as substantiatdeecomesllegible, the owner or legal representative of the owner
by the lasffinancial statement on file with the licensarfinance namedin the certificate, as shown by the records of the depart
companylicensed under s4.38.090r 218.0101to 218.0163 a ment, shall promptly make application for armday obtain a
bank organized under the laws of this state, or a national baréplacementupon furnishing information satisfactory to the
locatedin this state; or department. The replacement certificate of title shall contain a

(b) The applicant has filed with the departmehbad in the Notation,in a form determined by the department, identifyting
form prescribed by the department and executed by the applic&gtlificateasa replacement certificate that may be subject to the
andeither accompanied by the deposit of cash with the departmégiits of a person under the original certificate. If applicable
or executedby a person authorized to conduct a surety busind#der s. 346.65 (6) the replacement certificate of titiehall
in this state. The bond shall be in an amount equal to one and dhgkidethe notation “Per section 346.65 (6) of thes¥ensin stat
half times the value of the vehicle as determined bylémartment utes, ownershipf this motor vehicle may not be transferred with
andconditioned tdndemnify any prior owner and secured part@ut prior court approval”.
and anysubsequerpurchaser of the vehicle or person acquiring (3) A person recovering an original certificate of title for
anysecurity interest in it, and their respective successonseR  which a replacement has been issued shall promptly surréreder
est, against any expense, loss or damage, including reasonafplginal certificate to the department.
attorneyfees, by reason of the issuance of the certificate of title foHistory: 1975 c. 2971977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a)1991 a. 2391993 a. 4752003
the vehicle or on account of any defectdnundisclosed security 2 184
interestupon the right, title and interest of the applicant in and to )
the vehicle. Any such interested person has a right of action382.14 Fees. The department shall be paid the followfags:
recoveron the bondor any breach of its conditions, but the aggre (1) For filing an application for the first certificate of title,
gate liability of the surety to all persons shall not exceed tH§53.00,by the owner of the vehicle.

(c) 1. The department shall issue a certificate of title transfer
ng ownership of a motor vehicle that was subject to the restric
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(1r) Uponfiling an application under sufi) or (3), an envi (d) Notwithstanding s340.01 (42) any person who holds
ronmentalimpact fee of $9, by the person filing the applicatiorlegaltitle of a vehicle with one amore other persons magfter
All moneys collected under this subsection shall be credited todneel, 1997, transfer ownership of the vehicle under this subsec
environmentalfund for environmental managementhis sub tion if legal title to the vehicle is held in the names of such persons
sectiondoes not apply after December 31, 2009. This subsectiarthe alternative, including vehicle held in a form designating
doesnot apply to an application for a certificate of title foredgh  the holder by the words “(name of one person) or (name of other
borhoodelectric vehicle. person)”.

NOTE: Sub. (1r) is shown as affected by 2 acts of the 20079db6nsin legisla i i

ture and as mergezi b.y t.he Iegislativ.eafereﬁce bueau under s. 13.92 (2)g(i). r ()(I?rgptllzyng?g: 32“5;?’;'?(? ?ﬂrll? Osr?# ezr' ](')? t:]heevgﬁrélsef?reexee Csullgutlh e

(2) Forthe original notatiorand subsequent release of eaCgpplicationfor a new certificate of titlin the space provided on
securityinterest noted upon a certificate of title, a sirfgeof $4  he certificate or as the department prescribes, and deliver or mail

by the owner of the vehicle. the certificate and application to the department. sa#vage
(3) For a certificate oftitle after a transfer$53.00, by the vehiclepurchaser shall comply with 342.065 (1) (a)
ownerof the vehicle. (3) Exceptas provided in $842.16and asetween the parties,

(3m) Uponfiling an applicatiorunder sub(1) or (3), a sup  atransfer by amwner is not déctive until the provisions of this
plementatitle fee of $7.50 byhe owner of the vehicle, except thakectionhave been complied with. An owner who has delivered
this fee shall be waived with respect toapplication under sub. possessionf the vehicle to the transferee amas complied with
(3) for transfer of a decedesiihterest in a vehicle to his or her-surthe provisions of this section is not liable as owner for any-dam
viving spouse. The fee specified untiés subsection is in addi ages thereafter resulting from operation of the vehicle.
tion to any other fee specified in this section. This subsection doeg4) (a) If the vehicle being transferrésl a motorcycle or an
notapply to an application fax certificate of title for a neighbor aytomobileregistered under 841.270r a motor home or a motor
hoodelectric vehicle. truck, dual purpose motor home or dual purpose farm truck which

(4) Foreach assignment of a security interest noted upon a desisa grossveight of not more than 8,000 pounds or a farm truck
tificate of title, $1 by the assignee. which has a gross weight of not more than 12,000 pounds, the

(5) Fora replacement certificate of title, $20, g owner of ownershall remove the registration plates and retain and preserve
the vehicle. them for use on any other vehicle of the same type and gross

(7) For processing applications for certificates of title whici/éightwhich may subsequently be registered in his or her name.
havea special handling request for fast service, a fee to be estab(b) If the vehicle being transferresia vehicle registered under
lishedby rule which shall approximate the cost to the departmehB41.26at a special fee and the new owner will not be entitled to

for providing this special handling servicegersons so request registerthe vehicle asuch fee, the transferor shall remove and
ing. destroythe plates.

(8) Forthe reinstatement of a certificate of title previously sus (€) In all other cases the transferor shall permit the ptates
pendedor revoked, $25, except that if the certificate of title ani@Mmainattached to the vehicle being transferred, except that if the
registrationof a vehicle are suspended or revoked as a result of ¥gdicle has beefunked the transferor shall remove and destroy
sameoccurrence, payment of the fee undeB41.36 (1)shall theplates.
applyto the reinstatement of both the registration and certificate (5) Any owner of a vehicle for which a certificate of title has
of title. The fee under this subsection is in addition to any othHegenissued, who upon transfef the vehicle fails to execute and
fee specified in this section. delivertheassignment and warranty of title required by .

History: 1975 c. 39297,422,1977 c. 2%s.1452 1654 (7) (a)1977 ¢. 4181979  may be required to forfeit not more than $500.
¢.221;1981 c. 201983 a. 271987 a. 10; 1989 a. 31137, 359 1991 a. 3091993

a. 159 1995 a. 271997 a. 271999 a. 980; 2001 a. 162003 a. 332005 a. 252007 (5m) (a) Except as provided in pgb), any person who vio
a.20,33; s. 13.92 (2) (i). latessub(1) (bm)may be required to forfeit not more than $1,000.
Cross Refeence: See also chlrans 196Wis. adm. code. (b) Any person whoviolates sub(l) (bm) with intent to
defraudmay be fined not more than $5,000.
SUBCHAPTERII (6) (a) Except as provided in 842.16 any transferee of a

vehiclewho fails to makepplication for a new certificate of title
immediatelyupon transfer to him or her of a vehicle may be
TRANSFER OF TITLE requiredto forfeit not more than $200. éertificate is considered

to have been applied for whéme application accompanied by the
342.15 Transfer of interest in a vehicle. (1) (a) If an requiredfee has been deliveredttee department or deposited in
ownertransfers an interest in a vehicle, other than by the creattbg mail properly addressed with postage prepaid.
of a security interest, the owner shall comply with the require (b) Except as provided in342.16 any transferee ofehicle
mentsof 5.342.155and, at the time of the delivery of the vehiclewho with intent to defraud fails to make application for a new cer
executean assignment and warranty of title to the transferee in tfificate of titte immediately upon transfer to him or her ofedicle
spaceprovided therefoon the certificate, and cause the certificatmay be fined not more than $1,000 or imprisoned for not more
to be mailed or delivered to the transferee, except that if thean 30 days or both. A certificate is considered to have been
vehiclebeing transferred is a junk vehicle or has been junked, thepliedfor when the application accompaniedtbhg required fee
ownershall return the certificate to the department in accordanttasbeen delivered to thdepartment or deposited in the mail prop
with s.342.34 erly addressed with postage prepaid.

(bm) No person may transfer a motor vehicle withdiatlos (7) Any owner of a vehicle currently registered in this state
ing in writing to the transferewhether any of the information who fails to comply with the requirements of s§#) may be
specifiedin s.342.10 (3)is applicable to the vehicléNo transferor requiredto forfeit not more than $200.
shall knowingly give a false statement to a transferee in makindfistory: 1971 c. 2781975 c. 121199, 1977 c. 2%s.1453 1654 (7) (a)1977
the disclosure. The department shall prescribe the manner§jg* 12 29383?1158941197;9éngsﬁ'ﬁgg%z; %_77(1159?&11_%8850?- 29202, 332 1987 a.
which the written disclosure shall be made and retained.

(c) If an ownettransfers his or her interest in a salvage vehicld42.155 Mileage disclosure requirements of  transfer -
the owner shall at the time of the delivery of the vehiebeecute ors and transferees. (1) (a) Unless exempted by rule of the
anassignment and warranty of title to the transferee in the spaepartment,no transferor mayransfer ownership of a motor
providedtherefor on the certificate, and cause the certificate to behiclewithout disclosing the vehicke’'mileage in writing to the
mailedor delivered to the transferee. transfereeby specifying the odometer reading. The disclosure
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shall state either thahe reading is known to be actual mileage, or (5) Thedepartment shall promulgate rules to do all offtthe
thatthe reading is not the actual mileage and should not be relieding:
upon, or thatthe reading reflects the mileage in excess of the (a) Specify the information to be included in the lessegle-
designedmechanical limit. agedisclosure to the lessor

(b) The mileage disclosure statement requirader par(a) (b) Establish the manner in which and the penbtime for

shallbe made in the spaces provided on the certificate of titleyghich mileage disclosure recordsder this section shall be
ona form or in an automated format authoribgdhe department. retainedand made available for inspection.

Thetransferee shafirint his or her name on the mileage disclo (6) (a) Except as provided in pb), any person who violates
surestatement, sign the statement and return a copy of the Stgi&s section may be required to forfeit not more than $1,000.

mentto the transferorExcept as authorized by rule of the depart - . : L
ment,no person may sign a mileage disclosure statement as Qg)t Bi)lt?g%/g%isa%gvﬁh%l\gﬂl}?tes this section with intent o defraud

the transferor and transferee in the same transaction. History: 1993 a. 1591997 a, 2832001 a. 109
(c) The department shall promulgate rules that do all dbthe
lowing: 342.157 Motor vehicle salvage pools and auction  com-
1. Establish the form and manner of the mileage disclosuganies to maintain records. For each motovehicle sold by

2. Identify which vehicles are exempt from the mileage dig motor vehicle salvage pool or aucticompany the motor
closure requirements under this subsection. vehiclesalvage pool or auction company shall establismaaid

; : . : : in a record of each sale, including the mileage disclosure of the
to IeSEiSil;rgeigrlmb;atnhigsnglneda?heeﬁlfgé(;selé;e requirements applica r§r11$feromnder s342.155 Thedepartment shall specify by rule
) theinformation that shall be included in such records and the man

4. Establish requirementglating to the creation, retentionnerin which and the period dime for which the records shall be
and inspection of mileage disclosure records of persons Wﬁfhintained.

acquireor consign motor vehicles for resale or lease, includingyistory: 1993 a. 159
motor vehicle salvage pools and auction dealers.

5. Establish the form content and format and procedures ®8%42.16 Transfer to or from dealer . (1) (a) Except as pro
any power of attorney disclosing a vehidehileage fopurposes videdin par (c), if a dealer acquires a new or used vehicle that is

of this section. not a salvage vehicle and holds it for resaleaaquires a salvage
6. Identify and define terms relatingttoe mileage disclosure vehicle thatis currently titled as a salvage vehicle and hdlais it
requirement. resaleor accepts a vehicfer sale on consignment, the dealer may

ot submit to the department the certificate of title or application
or certificate of title naming the dealer as ownéthe vehicle.
actualreading on the odometén disclosing the vehicls'mileage _Uponé_ranslfer_r ing thhe VEh'Cfle to anotrpm}rson,the dez_atle[jsgall H
to a transferee under this section. |dmme iately give the transferee on a form prescribed by the
epartment receipt for all title, registration, security interest and
(3) No transferee, nor any other person, may alease Or gajestax moneys paid to the dealer for transmittal to the depart
obliterateany information, including the mileage disclosure,-cofy,ant when required. The dealer shaliomptly execute the
tainedon any mileage disclosure statement. assignmenand warranty of title, showing the name and address
(4) (a) Except as provided in pgb), any person who violates of the transferee and of any secured party holding a security inter
this section may be required to forfeit not more than $1,000. estcreated or reserved at the time of the resale or sale on consign
(b) Any person who violates this section with intent to defrautient,in the spaces provided therefor on the certificate or as the
may be fined not more than $5,000 or imprisoned for not mogepartmenprescribes. \thin 7 business days following the sale
than7 years and 6 months or both is guilty of Class H felony or transfer the dealer shall process the application for certificate
History: 1993 a. 1591997 a. 27283 2001 a. 109 of title, and within the next business day after procestieg
Cross Refeence: See also clilrans 154Wis. adm. code. application the dealer shall mail or delivéite original application
) ] for certificate and all associated materials required by the depart
342.156 Transfers of leased motor vehicles. (1) Priorto  mentto the departmentA nonresident who purchases a motor
transferringownership of any leased moteehicle, the lessor vehiclefrom a dealer in this state may not, unless otherwise-autho
shall notify in writing the lessee of the vehicle that the lessee ized by rule of the department, applgr a certificate of title
requiredto provide the lessor with a written disclosure specifyingsuedfor the vehicle in this state unless the dealer determines that
the leased vehicls’ mileage. The written notification shallatitle is necessary tprotect the interests of a secured patfiie
includethemileage disclosure requirements applicable to the legealeris responsible for determining whether a title and perfection
seeunder49 CFR 580.and rules of the department andle®al  of security interest is required. The dealer is liable for any dam
tiesfor failure to comply with those requirements. agesincurred by the department or any secured party for the deal
(2) Upon termination of the lease after writtemwtification er’s failure to perfect a security interest which the deabsa
from the lessor under sulfl), the lessee shall disclose theknowledgeof at the time of sale.
vehicle’smileage in writing to the lessoil he mileage disclosure  (am) 1. Except as provided in sulit. a motor vehicle dealer
recordunder this section shall be signed byl#ssee and include asdefined in s218.0101 (23)who processes an application for
the information required undesub.(1) and rules of the depart transferof title and registration as provided in gaj shall utilize
ment. an electronicprocess prescribed by the department under this
(3) Thelessor shall retain and make available for inspectigraragraptor provided for under s841.20and341.21
any mileage disclosure record requitecbe made by a lessee with 2. The department mayy rule, exempt a motor vehicle
respecto a leased motor vehicle. dealerfrom the requirements of this paragraph. A motor vehicle
(4) If a lessor transfers ownership of a leased motor vehi¢lealerwho is exempted shall pay a fee to the department to pro
without obtaining possession of the vehicle from the lessee, #gssapplications for transfer of title and registration that are sub
lessormay, in making the mileage disclosure statement requirggittedto the department by the exempted dealer
unders.342.155 indicate on the certificate of title or on a supple 3. The department shgromulgate rules to implement and
mentalmileage disclosure statement approlgdhe department, administerthis paragraph.
the mileage disclosed by the lessee under this section uhkess CrossReference: See also chirans 141Wis. adm. code.
lessorhas reason to believe that tlkesees mileage disclosure  (b) A dealer who assists a transferee inrémgistration of a
doesnot reflect the actual mileage of the vehicle. vehicleas provided in pafa) and s341.25 (3)shall not be liable

(2) No transferor may knowingly make a false stateme
including providing an odometer reading that idetiént from the
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for damages caused by operatiminthe vehicle at a weight in pursuanto the request of the department does rietathe rights

excesf the manufacturés maximum gross weight rating. of the person surrendering the certificate, and the action of the
(c) Except when all available spaces for a dea@rwholesal departmentn issuing a new certificate of title as provided herein

er's reassignment on a certificate of title have been completed®not conclusive upon the rights of an owner or secured party

asotherwise authorized by rules of the department, a dealermamedin the old certificate.

wholesalewho acquires a new or used vehicle that is not a salvage(4) (a) In all cases ahe transfer of a vehicle owned by a dece

vehicleand holds it for resale, or acquiresavage vehicle that dent,except under pafb), ward, trustee or bankrupt, the depart

is currently titled as a salvage vehicle and holds it for resale gent shall accept as $isfent evidence of the transfer of owner
acceptsa vehicle for sale on consignment may not apply for-a c&hip the following:

tificate of titte naming the dealer or wholesaler as owner of the

vehicle. The rules may regulate the frequency of application ; 1. Evidence satisfactory to tliepartment of the issuance of

Meletters testamentary or other letters authorizing the administra

adealer owholesaler for transfer of registration or credits for re n of an estate. letters of quardianship. or letters of trust. or of the
istrationfrom a previously registered vehicle to another vehic {on o i of tﬁ trust 9 bank tp’ ) '
thatthe dealer or wholesaler intends to register irohiser own @PPOINIMENDIINE trustee in bankruptey, . .
name. 2. The title executed by theersonal representative, guardian,
(d) Unless exempted byile of the department, a dealer o' frustee; and .
wholesalewho acquires a new or used vehicle that is not a salvage 3. The evidence concerning payment of sales or use taxes
vehicleand holds it for resale or acquiresalvage vehicle cur requiredby s.77.61 (1)or evidence that the transfer is exempt
rently titled as a salvage vehicle and holds it for resale shall mdkem such taxes.
applicationfor a certificate of title naming triealer or wholesaler  (b) 1. The department shall transfer the deceslémtrest in
asowner of the vehicle when all of the available spacesd@ai  anyvehicle to his or her surviving spousgon receipt of the title
er’s or wholesales reassignment on the certificate of title for SUCBxecuteoby the surviving spouse and a statement by the spouse
vehiclehave been completed. which shall state:
(1g) No transferee who, for the purpose of resale, accepts a 5 Tnhe date of death of the decedent:

motor vehicle on consignment acquires ownership of a motor . L .
vehicle may accept any mileage disclosusgjuired under s. b. The approximate value and description of the veharid;

342.1550r rules of the department if the mileage disclosure has C- That the spouse is personally liabletfue decederd’debts
beenaltered or is incomplete. andchages to the extent of the value of the vehicle, subjest to

(1r) No motor vehicle dealer or motor vehicle salespersciiﬁag'25
may transfer a motor vehicle withodisclosing in writing to the 2. The transfer shall notfatt any liens upon the vehicle.
transfereavhether any of thinformation specified in $342.10 3. Except as provided in subdl, this paragraph is limited to
(3) isapplicable to the vehicle. No motor vehicle dealer or motab more than 5 vehicles titled in this state that are less than 20
vehicle salesperson maknowingly give a false statement to ayearsold at the time of the transfer under this paragraph. There
transfereein making the disclosure. The department shal prgs no limit on transfer under this paragraph of vehicles titled in this
scribethe manner in which the written disclosure shalhizle  statethat are 20 or more years old at the timganisfer under this
andretained. paragraph_

(2) Everydealer shaI.I maintain f& years a record inthe form 4 The limit in subd3. does not apply if the surviving spouse
the department prescribes of every vehicle bought, sold R'proceeding under 867.03 (Lg)and the total value of the dece

exchangedor received for sale @xchange, which shall be Opendﬁnt’sproperty subject to administratiamthe state, including the

to inspection by a representative of the department or a péace Qbpicles transferred under this paragraph, does eeteed
cerduring reasonable business hours. $50.000. ’

ply(vsv)ithEt)Fl(i:segteacstiggor\ﬂg?/dbg rSeL:quﬁzeg% ?;?é?trr;'g??nfgﬁ fﬁailosg (¢) Uponcompliance with this subsection neither the secretary
or the department shall bear any liability or responsibilityttier

(4) (a) Exceptas provided in pafb), any dealer who violates yansferof such vehicles in accordance with this section.

sub.(1r) may be required to forfeit not more than $1,000. . . . .
(b() )An ﬁealer 3vho violates sulr) with intent todefraud ((_1) This subsection does not apply to transfer of interest in a
y vehicleunder s342.15 (1) (d)

may be fined not more than $5,000. History: 1971 c. 164.82; 1973 c. 40243 1977 ¢. 2%.1654 (7) (a) (c); 1977

History: 1973 c. 2181975 c. 121286, 351, 421, 1977 ¢. 2%.1654 (7) (a)1977 ¢ 2731985 a. 1411991 a. 125239, 1995 a. 338421 1997 a. 271999 a. 942001
¢.273 418 1981 c. 150151, 391 1985 a. 29202, 332 1987 a. 100343 1989a. 5 102 2005 a. 216

31,1991 a. 2391993 a. 63159 1999 a. 92005 a. 25

342.17 Involuntary transfers. (1) If the interest of an 342:18 When department to issue a new certificate. .
ownerin a vehicle passes to another other thamoluntary trans (1) Thedepartment, upon receipt of a properly assigned eertifi
fer, the transferee shall, except as providesin.(2), promptly ~cate of title, with an application for a new certificate of title, the
mail or deliverto the department the last certificate of titie, ifequiredfee and any other transfédocuments required by lato
available, and the documents required by the department gypportthe transfershall issue a new certificate of title in the
legally effect such transfeand an application for a new certificate’ameof the transferee as owner
in the form the department prescribes. (2) The department, upon receipt of an applicat@ma new

(2) If the interest of the ownds terminated or the vehicle is certificateof title by a transferee other than by voluntary transfer
soldunder a security agreemenyt a secured party named in thevith proof ofthe transferthe required fee and any other docu
certificateof title, the transferee shall promptly mail or deliter mentsrequired by lawshall issue a new certificate of title in the
the department the last certificate of title, an application for a nevameof the transferee as owndf the transfer constituted a ter
certificatein theform the department prescribes, and a statemaninationof the owne's interest or a sale under a security agree
madeby or on behalf of the secured party that the vehicle wagentby a secured party named in the certificateler s342.17
repossessednd that thénterest of the owner was lawfully termi (2), the new certificate shall be issued free of the names and
natedor sold pursuant to the terms of the security agreement.addressesf the secured party who terminated the ovenieterest

(3) A person holding a certificate of title whose interest in tr@nd of all secured parties subordinate unde842.19to such
vehiclehas been extinguished mansferred other than by volun securedparty If the outstanding certificate of title is not delivered
tary transfer shall mail or deliver the certificate to the departmentit, the department shall make demand therefor from the holder
uponrequest of thelepartment. The delivery of the certificateof such certificate.

Wisconsin Statutes Archive.


https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2007/342.155
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2007/342.10(3)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2007/342.10(3)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2007/342.16(4)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2007/342.16(4)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2007/342.16(1r)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2007/342.16(1r)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1973/218
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1975/121
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1975/286
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1975/351
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1975/421
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29,%20s.%201654
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/273
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/273
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/418
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/150
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/151
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/391
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/202
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/332
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1987/100
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1987/349
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1989/31
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1989/31
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1991/239
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/63
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/159
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1999/9
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2005/25
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2007/342.17(2)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2007/342.17(4)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2007/77.61(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2007/859.25
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2007/342.17(4)(b)4.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2007/342.17(4)(b)3.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2007/867.03(1g)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2007/342.15(1)(d)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1971/164
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1971/164,%20s.%2082
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1973/40
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1973/243
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29,%20s.%201654
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/273
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/273
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/141
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1991/125
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1991/239
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1995/338
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1995/421
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1997/27
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1999/94
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2001/102
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2001/102
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2005/216
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2007/342.17(2)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2007/342.17(2)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2007/342.19

342.18 VEHICLE TITLE AND ANTI-THEFT LAW Updated 07-08Wis. Stats. Database 8

(3) Thedepartment shall retain for 5 years a record of eveB#2.195 Notification of person who has perfected
surrendered certificate of titlehe record to be maintained so asecurity interest. Upon request of a person who has perfected
to permit the tracing of title of the vehicle designated therein. a security interest under3:2.19 as showrby the records of the

(4) Under each of the following circumstances gnipe departmentin a vehicle titled in this state, whenever the depart
departmenshall issue a certificate of title for a transferred vehicl@entreceives information from another state that the velscle
without requiring registration of the vehicle: beingtitled in_th_e other state and the_in_formation does not show

(@) Whenever application therefaaccompanied by the that thesecurityinterest has been satisfied, the department shall
requiredfee is made by a finance company licensed under 88tify the person. The persshall pay the department a $2 fee
138.090r218.0101t0218.0163 a bank ayanized under the laws 'O €ach notification.
of this state, or a national bank located in this state, and the vehicf&story: 1983 a. 1551985 a. 202
in question is a used vehicle for which the departmentdsaed

a certificate of title to the previouswner or a vehicle previously - -C h .
ownercreates a security interest in a vehicle, unless the name and

registeredn another Jurlgdlct_|on or is a recreational V.Ehlde' addres®f the secured party alreadycontained on the certificate
(b) Whenever application therefor accompanied by tt}ﬁ title for the vehicle:

requiredfee is made by any other person anduéfeicle in ques (1) The owner shall immediatelgxecute, in the space pro

tion is a vehicle for which the department had issueettificate . i . .
yjfled therefor on the certificate of title or anseparate form or in

of title to the previous owner or is a vehicle previously register . C
in another jurisdiction or is a recreational vehigi®l the depart ahautomatedormat prescribed by the department, an application

mentis satisfied that the present owner has not operated or cih@me the secured party on the certificate, shothimgame and
sentedto theoperation of the vehicle since it was transferred @dres®f the secured partaind cause the certificate, application
thatowner and that he or she understands that the certificate of #fidlthe required fee to be delivered to the secured.party
merely is evidence of ownership of the vehicle and does not-autho(2) Thesecured party shall immediately cause the certificate,
rize operation of the vehicle on the highways of this state. applicationand the required fee to be maileddetivered to the

(c) Whenever application therefaaccompanied by the department.
requiredfee is made by a dealer or wholesalezdamply with the (3) Uponreceipt of the certificate of title, application and the

342.20 Duties on creation of security interest. If an

requirement®f s.342.16 (1) (d) requiredfee, the department shall issue to the owner a new certifi
History: 1973 c. 165.6;1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (2)1977 c. 2731989 a. 311993  catecontaining the name and addregshe new secured party
a.159 1999 a. 931, 186 The department shall deliver to such new secured party ahe to

. . . registerof deeds of the counwyf the owne's residence, memo
342.19 Perfection of security interests. (1) Unless yangain such form ashe department prescribes, evidencing the

exceptedby s.342.02 a security interest in a vehicle of a type fopgtation of the security interest upon the certificate; and thereaf
which a certificate of title is required is not valid against credito upon any assignment, termination or release of the security
of the owner or subsequent transferees or secured parties of{fi&est additional memoranda evidencing such action.

vehicleunless pen‘ect.ed as provided in this (;hqpter . (4) Theregisters of deeds may record, and maintain a file of,

(2) Exceptas provided irsub.(2m), a security interest is per 4| memoranda received from the department undex(3ubSuch
fectedby the delivery to the department of the existing certificajg .orging, however is not required for perfection, release or
of title, if any, an application for a certificate of title containing th%ssignmenbf security interests, which shall befegtive upon

nameand address of the secured paatyd the required fee. Itis .qmqji ;
- 4 : ) pliancewith ss.342.19 (2)342.21and342.22 (1)and(2).
perfectedas of the later of the time of its deliverytbe time of  siory: 1975 ¢. 2861977 ¢. 2851654 (7) (2)1981 c. 201985 a. 202,37, 1993

the attachment of the security interest. a.30% 1995 a. 3381997 a. 27

(2m) If a secured party whose name and address is contained ) o
onthe certificate of title for a vehickcquires a new or additional 342.21  Assignment  of security interest. (1) Except as
securityinterest inthe vehicle, such security interest is perfecte@therwiseprovided in s409.308 (5)a securegarty may assign,

atthe time of its attachment unde®€9.203 absolutelyor otherwise, the partySec_urity interest in _the vehicle
(3) An unperfected security interest is subordinate to tﬁ%aperson other than the owner withodieeting the interest of
rights of persons described in €§9.317and409.323 the owner or the validity of the security interest, but any person

without notice of the assignment is protected in dealing with the
securedparty as the holder of the security interest and the secured

appropriateapply to conflicting security interests in a vehicle o artyremains liable for any obligations as a secured party until the

atype for which a certificate of fitle required. A security interest 255/91€@s named as secured party on the certificate.

perfectedunder this section is a security interest perfected -other (2) Subjectto 5.409.308 (5)the assignee may but need not,

wise than by filing for purposes of subdh. of ch. 409 to perfectthe assignment, have the certificate of title endorsed or
(5) The rules stated in subcNI of ch. 409governing the issuedwith the assignee named as secured paptyn delivering

rights and duties oBecured parties and debtors and the requirté’ the department the certificate zamiassignment by the secured

mentsfor, and efiect of, disposition of a vehicle by a secured part%zrty named in the certificate in the form the department pre

: : ibes.
upondefault shall, to the extent appropriate, govern the rights Ml : i
securedparties and owners with respectsiecurity interests in o0 1977 ¢. 261654 (7) (21991 a. 3162001 a. 10

vehlclesperfec.ted ‘.’”def this chapter L 342.22 Release of security interest. (1) Within one
__(6) If avehicle issubject to a security interest when broughyyonthor within 10 days following written demary the debtor
into this state, s109.316states the rules which apply to determingsier there isno outstanding obligation and no commitment to

thevalidity and perfection of the security interest in this state. makeadvancesincur obligations or otherwise give value, secured

History: 1973 c. 336.79; 1975 c. 286422, 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (2)1999 a. . : ; :
179, 2001 a, 10 by the security interest in a vehicle under any secagrgement

Ch. 342, not ch. 409, governs the perfection of security interests in westotes, Detweenthe owner and the secured pathe secured paﬂsha"
but the creation of security interesssgoverned by ch. 409. Milwaukee Mack Salesexecute and deliver to the ownas the department prescribes, a

v. First Wisconsin National Banlg3 Ws. 2d 589287 N.W2d 708(1980). i i i 1
Registratiorof goods under commercial law is conceptually distinct from registr; eleaseof the security interest in the form and manner prescrlbed

tion of vehicles under vehicle registration laws. For a security interest perfecteddt the department and a notice to the owner stating in no less than
anotherstate to become unperfected, the requirerokfiegistration” in s. 409.103  10—pointboldfacetype the ownés obligation under sulf2). If

(2) (b) requires both registration and issuance of a certificate of title. Dub&neral ; : :
Motors Acceptance Corp. 2000 WI App 2038 Wis. 2d 608 618 N.W2d 266 the secured party fails to execute and deliver the release and notice

99-2638 of the owners obligation as required by this subsection, the

(4) Therules of priority stated in 409.322 the other sections
thereinreferredto, and subchll of ch. 409shall, to the extent
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securedarty is liable to the owner for $2fd for any loss caused (2) Suspensiorr revocation of a certificate of title does not,
to the owner by the failure. in itself, afect the validity of a security interest noted on it.

(2) The owner other than a dealer holding the vehicle for (3) Whenthedepartment suspends or revokes a certificate of
resale,upon receipt of the release and notice of obligation shtitle, the owner or person in possession of it shall, immediately
promptly cause the certificate and release to be mailetklar-  upon receiving notice of the suspension or revocation, wrail
eredto the department, which shall release the secured pargeliverthe certificate to the department.
rights on the certificate and issue a new certificate. (4) Thedepartment may seize and impound any certificate of

(3) The department mayemove information pertaining to atitle which has been suspended or revoked.
securityinterest perfected under3#2.19from its computerized ~ History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a) 1993 a. 159
recordswhen the following applicablperiod of time after the . . . .
original perfection has elapsed unless #ecurity interest is 342.255 Cancellation of title or registration. Thedepart

renewedn the same manner as provided i842.19 (2)for per mentshall cancel a t'ltle_or reglsFratlon whenever: .
fection of a security interest: (1) A transfer of title is set aside by the court by order or-judg

ment;or

F ional vehicle, 2 . o
(a) Forarecreational vehicle, 20 years (2) Fraudon the department is discovered by the department;

(b) For a truck tractoB years.

(c) Forany other vehicle, 10 years. . (3) It is subsequently discovered that the issuangosses
(4) Removalof information pertaining to a securilyterest  sion of a title or registration is prohibited by law or that the odome
from the records of the department under §8pdoes not déct ter of a vehicle fowhich a certificate of title has been issued by
any security agreement between the owner of a vehicle and the department has been subjectethtopering and return of the
holderof security interest in the vehicle. certificate of title to the department isonsidered necessary to
History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a)1977 c. 217447,1985 a. 2021997 a. 271999 makea notation of that information on the certificate.
a.o. History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (2)1993 a. 159

or

342.23 Secured party’s and owner 's duties. (1) A 34226 Hearings and appeal. Any person aggrieved by an
securedparty named in a certificate of title shall, upon writteact or omission of the department under this chapter is entitled,
requesbf the owner or of another securgaity named on the eer uponrequest, to &earing and judicial review thereof in accord
tificate, disclose anyertinent information as to the pagyecu ancewith ch.227. Contested cases shall be heard decided by
rity agreement and the indebtedness secured by it. the division of hearings and appeals.

(2) (@) An owner shall promptly deliver the owrgecertifi- History: 1977 c. 2%s.1454 1654 (7) (a)1981 c. 34%.80 (2) 1993 a. 16
cateof title to any secured party who is named on it or who has a
security interest in the vehicle described inuibder any other SUBCHAPTERIII
applicableprior law of this state, upon receipt of a notice from

suchsecured party that the security interest is to be assigned, _ _
extendecbr perfected. ANTI-THEFT AND ANTI-FRAUD PROVISIONS

(b) No secured party may take possession of any certifi(:at%g‘f2 30

title except as provided in p&a). Any person who violates this ; " LN LY .
- : owner” includes the lessee of a vehicle if the vehicle is registered,
paragraphmay be required to forfeit not more than $1,000. or required to be registered, by the lessee unde34h. 9

(3) Any secured party who fails to disclose information-pur (1g) No person may remove, alter or obliteratérdgention

shuantbto sub.(1) shall be liable for any loss caused to OWnea‘[IIy make it impossible to read, as required under(&pan iden
thereby. . . B , tification number This subsection doemt apply to the oblitera
(4) Any owner who fails to deliver theertificate of title to a tion of an identification number which occurs in the process of
secured party requesting it pursutmsub.(2) (a)shall be liable crushinga vehicle or vehicle part for scrap.
to such secured party for any loss caused to the secured parftyossReference: See also chirans 155Wis. adm. code.
therebyand may be required to forfeit not more than $200. (1m) Whenthe department is satisfied to the ownership of
History: 1971 c. 2781991 a. 3161993 a. 159 avehicle subject to registration whitlas not been numbered by
) ) ] the manufacturer or on which the original humber has been
342.24 Method of perfecting exclusive. ~ Subject to s. removed,obliterated or altered or on which the original casting
409.311(4), the method provided in this chapter of perfecting anthsbeen replaced or on which a new identification nuniber
giving notice of security interests subject to this chapter is exchéquiredunder s342.06 (1)), the department shall assign a new
sive. Security interests subjedb this chapter are herebyidentificationnumber for each such vehicle.
exemptedrom the provisions of law which otherwise require  (2) Exceptas provided in this subsection, an identification
relate to the filing of instruments creating or evidencing securifimberassigned by the department to a vehgtiall be perma
Interests. nently affixed to a locatioron the vehicle that is readily visible
I\F/lllsttgxerﬁgl(t)allsv'vlorovisions relating to security do not apply to a madiiree when observed from outside theshicle, as SpeCiﬁEd by the
thathas becomeafixF:ure. Geerv Comgmercial Crtgdit Corpl4%pF>éd 551(1971). departmenty rule. Identlflc_atlon numbers assigned fpr CyCIe.S
shallbe stampedn the left side, near the top of the engine casting

342.25 Suspension or revocation of certificate. justbelow thecylinder barrel. Such stamping ofigihg shall be

1) Th hall K ifi f tiffloneunder the supervision of a dealdistributor or manufacturer
i(f i)t finc?sdgr?? rct);ntirétfsé”zvvisnugs;pend or revoke a certificate o tll(rrjgglsteredmder s341.51or under the supervision of a peadé of

@ _The certificate c_>f title was fraudulently procured, er{on(gerrré‘;;:?tﬁgzg?tzut%%r\gzggtﬁinstt. amping @ikl shall make

ously issued or prohibited by law 8 : .
. . (2m) (a) Atraffic officer or person authorized to enforce nion

(b) The vehicle has been scrapped, dismantled or destroygghyingtraffic violations may use reasonable means to gain access

(c) Atransfer of title is set aside by a court of record by ordgy a vehicle if that vehicle’identification number cannot be read
or judgment. asrequired under sul§2).

(d) The vehicles odometer has been subjected to tampering (b) Any person acting under péa) is immune from civil and
andreturn of the certificate of title to the departmerddasidered criminal liability for good faith actions taken withithe scope of
necessaryo make a notation @hat information on the certificate. that persons official duties.

Identification numbers.  (1c) In this section,
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(3) (a) Any person who violates suflg) is guilty of a Class (2) Unlessauthorized by theepartment, no person may pos
H felony. sesssell, ofer for sale or supply any blank certificates of tife

(b) 1. Any owner of a vehicle for which the department hdggistration manufacturers’ documents ofigin, instruments or
issueda new identification number who fails to have snomber Otherdocuments that may be used as evidence of ownesship
attached or stamped as requirecsbly.(2) may be required to for registrationof a motor vehicle.
feit not more than $200. (3) Whoeverviolates sub(1) or (2) is guilty of a Class H fel

2. Any owner of a vehicle fowhich the department has issue®"y-
a new identification number who with intent to defraud fails to History: 1993 a. 1591997 a. 2832001 a. 109

havesuch number attached siamped as required by s@) may 342.33 Sale of vehicle used as taxicab. No person shall

berequired to forfeit not more than $1'OQO' . sell or exchange, authorize or direct tede or exchange of, or
(4) (a) If alaw enforcement agency finds a vehicle or part gfifer for sale or exchange amyotor vehicle which the person
avehicle on which the identification number has been removegghows hasbeen used as a taxicab or for public transportation
alteredor obliterated or made impossible to read, the law enforggessthe certificate of title for such vehicle has been stamped by
mentagency may seize the vehicle or part of a vehiélthe idern e department with the words “This motor vehicle has previously
tification number cannot be identified, the seized vehicle opeenused as a taxicab or for public transportation” and unless
vehiclepart is presumed toe contraband. Except as provided igychcertificate of title is exhibited by the vendor to the vendee
par. (d), if the identification number can be identified, the agenqyeforethe sale of such vehicle is consummated. Any person who

may return the vehicle to the owneExceptas provided in pab),  yiolates this section may be required to forfeit not more than
thedistrict attorney shalhstitute forfeiture proceedings under sg1 ooQ.

973.076regardingany vehicle or vehicle part that is seized under pistory: 1973 c. 2181977 c. 2%5.1654 (7) (2)1977 c. 273
this paragraph and not returned to the owner B _
(b) If the district attorney brings a criminattion arising out 342.34 Department to be notified of destruction or
of the seizureinder par(a), the district attorney shall not institutejunking of vehicle. (1) Any person owning or possessing a

forfeiture proceedings under 873.076before there is a final Junk vehicle shall, within 10 days after determining thfae
determinatiorin the criminal action. vehicleis a junk vehicle do all of the following:

(c) Paragrapka) does not apply to the obliteration of an identi (a) Notify the department of the junk condition of the vehicle.
fication number that occurs in the process of crushing a vehicle or(b) Return the certificate of title to the department.
vehiclepart for scrap. (c) If the vehicle is a motorcycle or an automobile registered

(d) If the identification number of a motorcycle or part of anders.341.27or a motor home or a motor truck, dual purpose
motorcycleseized under pa(@) can bedentified and if no forfei motorhome or dual purpose farm truck which has a gross weight
ture proceeding is commenced unde®%3.076within 30 days of not more than 8,000 pounds or a farm truck which laess
afterthe seizure of thproperty the custodian of the seized propweight of not more than 12,000 pounds, the owner skatiove
erty shall immediately return thseized property to the ownertheregistration plates and retain and preserve them for use on any
namedin the certificate of title or registration. If a motorcycle opthervehicle of thesame type which may subsequently be regis
partof a motorcycle is not returned to the owner named inghe teredin his or her name. If the vehicle is not a motorcycle or an
tificate of title or registratioras required in this paragraph, and iiutomobileregistered undes.341.27 or a motor home or a motor
the ownerof the property commences a replevin action to recovigrck, dual purpose motor home or dual purpose farm truck which
possessionf the propertyand if the judge finds that tleistodian hasa grossweight of not more than 8,000 pounds or a farm truck
of the propertyunreasonably retained the property after 30 day#ich has a gross weight abt more than 12,000 pounds, he or
afterthe seizure, theourt shall award the owner the costs and reghe shall remove and destroy the plates.
sonableattorney fees incurred in the replevin action. (2) Any person owning or possessing a vehicle wtiels

History: 1971 c. 2781975 c. 1211977 c. 2%.1654 (7) ()1985 a. 2021987  peenjunked or destroyeshall, within 10 days after the destruc
a. %g 1991 a. 2331993 a. 92165 1997 a. 2733,252, 283 1999 a. 980,186 2001 i~ o junking occurred do all of the following:
a. .

Thetime limits in s. 973.076 aieapplicable to forfeitures of vehicles seized under () Notify the department of the destruction or junking.
Er(‘:'ts S‘Ae'f;'_ofég%‘géf‘(‘))o(lbz) controls. Statéttiot, 203 Ws. 2d 95 551 N.W2d 850 (b) Return the certificate of title to the department.
(c) Remove aneither retain or destroy the registration plates

342.31 Report of stolen or abandoned motor  vehicles. ~ for the vehicle as provided in suld) (c)
(1) Each sherifand police department in the state shall immedi (3) No certificate of title may be issued for a junk vehicle or
ately report to the department of justice each motor vehicler a vehicle which has been junked or destroyed.
reportedstolen or recovered within its jurisdiction. (3m) In determining whether a vehicle meets the definitibn

(2) An owner of a garage or trailer park or of any type of stoa junk vehicle for purposes of this section 0842.15 (1) (a)the
ageor parking lot for motor vehicles shall report to the local lawepartmentnay promulgate rules specifyitige conditions under
enforcementgency the make, motor number and serial or identhich a vehicle shall be considered incapable of operatiais@r
fication number ofany vehicle stored, parked or left in the ovismer upona highway
garagepark or lot for gperiod of more than 30 consecutive days (4) (a) Any person violating sul§l) or (2) may be required
unlessarrangements have been madehgyowner of the vehicle to forfeit not more than $200.
for its continuous storage or parking or unlessaiweer of the (b) Any person who with intent to defraud violates gapor

vehicleis personally knowito the owner of the garage, park or Iotéz) may be required to forfeit not more than $1,000.
Any person who fails to submit such report may be required-0 forpistory: 1971 c. 2781977 c. 295s.1455 1654 (7) (2) 1977 c. 129418 1983
feit not more than $25. a. 126 237,270,538 1987 a. 3491993 a. 631997 a. 271999 a. 80

History: 1971 c. 2781973 c. 1691991 a. 316
342.40 Vehicle abandonment prohibited; removal;

342.32 Counterfeiting and unlawful possession of cer - disposal. (1c) In this section, “owner” includes the lessee of a

tificate of title. (1) No person may counterfeit, possessl, Vvehicleif the vehicle is registered, or required to be registered, by

offer for sale or supply a fged, fictitious, counterfeit, stolen or the lessee under cB41

fraudulentlyor unlawfully obtained certificate of title or registra  (1m) No person shall leave unattended any motor vehicle,

tion, manufacturés document obrigin, instrument or other dec trailer, semitrailer or mobile home on any public highway of pri

umentthatis or may be used as evidence of ownership, the transfate or public propertyfor such time and under such circum

of ownership or the mileage disclosure of a motor vehicle.  stancesas to cause the vehicle to reasonably appear to have been
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abandoned. Except as otherwise provided in this section-whewnerandany lienholders of their right to reclaim the vehicle.
everany vehicle has been left unattendéthout the permission The notice shall state that the failure of thener or lienholders
of the propertyowner for more than 48 hours in cities of the 14b exercise their rights to reclaim the vehicle under this section
classand, in other cities, villages and towns, a period set by thleall be deemed a waiver of all right, title, amderest in the
governingbody thereof, the vehicle is deemed abandoned avehicle and a consertb the sale of the vehicle. Each retained
constitutesa public nuisance. A motor vehicle shall not be censistehiclenot reclaimed by its owner or lienholder may be sold. The
eredan abandoned motor vehicle when it is out of ordinary publigunicipality or county may dispose of the vehicle by sedlied
view, or when designated as not abandoned Hyly authorized or auction sale as provided by ordinance. At such sale the highest
municipalor county dficial pursuant to municipal or county ordi bid for any such motor vehicle shall be accepted unless the same
nance. is deemed inadequate by a duly authorized municipal or county
(2) Any vehicle inviolation of this section shall be impounded€Presentativein which event all bids may be rejected. If all bids
until lawfully claimed or disposedf under sub(3) except that if arerejected or no bid is receivettie municipality or county may
it is deemed by a duly authorized municipal or county represe itherreadvertise theale, adjourn the sale to a definite date, sell
tive that the cost ofowing and storage clges for the impound themotor vehicle at a private sale or juthie vehicle. Any inter
mentwould exceed the value of the vehicle, the vehicle may B&tedperson may éér bids on each abandoned vehicle to be sold.
junkedor sold by the municipality or county prior to expiration o#f municipal or county ordinances do not state the procedure to be
theimpoundment period upon determination by the chigiotite Tollowed in advertising or providing public notice of the sae,
or sherif havingjurisdiction that the vehicle is not stolen or otherPUblic notice shall be posted at théicé of the municipapolice
wisewanted for evidence or othezason. All substantially com departmenor the ofice of the county shefif The posting of the

pletevehiclesin excess of 19 model years of age shall be dispodifice at the police or shefis department shall be in the same
of in accordance with sukg) (c) orm as the certified mail notice sent to the owner or lienholders

S . of record. Uporsale of an abandoned vehicle, the municipality
_ (3) Any municipality or county may enact ordinances govery, o nty shall supply the purchaser with a completed form
ing the removal and disposal of abandoned vehiclese@pt yeoqjgnechy the department enabling the purchaser to obtain a reg
for abandoned vehicles that have been stolen, provide a forfeilif. cortificate of title forthe vehicle. The purchaser shall have
in addition to providing for the recovery by the municipality 0f g 4ays to removehe vehicle from the storage area, but shall pay
countyof the cost of impounding and disposing of the vehlcle.al reasonable storage fee established by the munici’pa&mmrty

(a) Any municipal or university police fiéer, police oficer  for each day the vehicle remains in storage after the 2nd business

appointedunder s.16.84 (2) sherif’s deputy county trafic  daysubsequent to the sale dat@nTHays after the sale, thar
patrolman state trdic officer or conservation warden who dis chasershall forfeit all interest in the vehicle and the vehicle shall
coversany motor vehicle, trailesemitrailey or mobile home on pe deemed to be abandoned and magdid again. Any listing
any publichighway or private or public property which has beegf vehicles to be sold by any municipality or county shall be made
abandonedshall cause the vehicle to be removed &u#iable availableto any interested person oganization which makes a
placeof impoundment. Upon removal of thiehicle the dicer written request for such list.The municipality or county may
or warden shall notify the shefribr chief of police of the abandon chargea fee for the list.
mentand of the location of thenpounded vehicle. Upon causing (e) within 5 days after the sale or disposal of a vehicle as pro
theremoval of the motor vehicle by a towing service,dffi€er  yided in this subsectiomr sub.(2), the municipality or county

or warden shall, within 24 hours of ordering the removal, notifyh || advise the department of the sale or disposition fomra
thetowing service of theame and last-known address of the reguppliedby the department.

isteredowner and all lienholders o&cord of the vehicle, unless (4) (3) In this subsection, “state agency” has the meaning
the officer is employed by a municipality or county thes givenfor “agency” in 5227.01'(1)

enteredinto a towingservices agreement which requires th - . - . .

P : . ] b) Notwithstanding any other provision of this sectiostade
municipality or county to provide notice to such owner and'“enagén)cyresponsible fo? they lanan E/)vhich a vehicle is Ieftatunat
holdersof the towing. . tendedand a duly authorized representative of that agency may

(b) The owner of any abandoned vehielecept a stolen exerciseall of the powers and duties under this section of a munic
vehicle is responsible for the abandonment and all costs ighjity and a duly authorized municipal representative, subject to
impoundingand disposing of the vehicle. Costs not recovergfe following conditions:
from the sale of the vehicle may be recovered in a civil action by y *\yhenever a vehicle hagen left unattended without the
the municipality against the ownewhether or not thewnicipat o missionof the state agendpr more than 72 hours, the vehicle
ity recovers the cost of towing and enforcement, the municipal ‘deemed abandoned and constitutes a public nuisance
shallbe responsible to the towing service for requisitional towing 2. The state agency may promulgate rules govern.ing the

serviceand reasonable clugs for impoundment. ; :
. o removaland disposal of abandoned vehicles and, except for aban
(c) Any vehicle which is deemed abandoned by a duly aun'§nedvehicles that have been stolen, providerteiture in addi

rized municipal or county representative and not disposed @, to providing for the recovery by the state agency of the cost
undersub.(2) shall be retained in storage for a minimum perio f impounding and disposing of the vehicle.

of 10 days after certified mail notice has beent to the owner and
lienholdersof record to permit reclamation tiie vehicle after be
paymentof accrued chges. Such noticghall set forth the year a ainstthe owner of such a vehicle

make,model, and serial number of the abandoned motor vehicl&yisiory. 1971 c. 1311973 c. 2131977 c. 2051654 (7) (@)1977 c. 68203 447
the place where the vehicle is being held, and shall inform thesga. 1341995 a. 2161997 a. 272003 a. 142

(c) This subsection applies to any vehicle deemed abandoned
foreApril 30, 1996, except that no forfeiture may be assessed
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